
A Message from The President 

Hi there everyone! It’s been a while since we put out a newsletter, and for that I apologise. We’ve had a 
change of guard with our committee and I am enjoying the challenge of following in the footsteps of Ruth 
and Watchman. I have valued greatly the help and support from Ruth, Watchman and Sarah in this first 
year as president of Manukau Performing Arts. I have big shoes to fill! On that note – I’d like to offer 
heartfelt thanks to Sarah Gleeson for all the time and effort she has put in to MPA - on stage, back stage, 
committee and executive committee. She has taken a step back from the committee but thankfully is still 
at the end of the phone when we need her. Thank you Sarah. You are a 
real legend! 

 

In 2017 we had a very successful year of shows with In The Heights and 
Sweet Charity. Both shows brought new and stunning talent to the MPA 
stage which was fantastic to see. Audiences loved the shows too as was 
made evident by their reviews. Both shows also brought new creative 
faces to MPA as well – Adam Spedding and Nomi Cohen for In The 
Heights with Andy Manning and Josh Clark competently returning as Co-
Musical Directors. For Sweet Charity Michael Sanders, Kimberley Cousins 
and Regan Crummer did a superb job creatively and produced a slick and 
fun show for all. Thank you all for everything you’ve done to put these 
shows together for our community. 

 

We have cast Fiddler on the roof and are gearing up for rehearsals in the 
next few weeks. We saw a record number of extremely talented people 
come through the doors to audition which made the team’s decisions very difficult. Regan Crummer, Ed-
win Randell and Zoe Gilmore are an amazing team and we look forward to working with them too! 

 

On behalf of our committee, I’d like to thank you all for your continued support and wish you all a a safe 
and theatre filled 2018 

Marty 

MPA Committee 

President : Marty Wilson           Vice President: Alvean Message           Secretary: Deborah Simmons 

Committee:: Ruth Cranwell, Quintin George, Geena Hine, Watchman Rivers, Michael Sanders, Celia Talbot 

 

NEWSLETTER  

Happy New Year 2018 

 

‘Don’t tell me musical theatre wont be useful to me in the future when Jean Valjean      

managed to sing and choreograph his way out of being arrested 3 times 



Coming in 2018 

 
Directed by Darryl Wrightson 

27th October  to 10th November. 

Auditions  and the rest of the creative team to 

be announced SOON!!!! 

In Memorium 

2017 was a very sad year for our 

extended MPA Family. Sadly we 

report the passing of the follow-

ing members or ex members to 

the rest of you. 

Our condolences go out to the 

families and loved ones of our 

dear friends, Betty Madden, 

Janet Sharples, Barry Allpress 

and Maurice Turley Their mem-

ories will live on with their Thea-

tre family. 

Wedding Bells 

On a Happier note, celebrating 

their marriages  in January have 

been  Hayden Timoko and Ryan 

Benjamin, married on the 12th, 

and Tom Grut and Rebecca 

Smith, married on the 13th. 

Congratulations to both 

coucpes. May you have theatre 

filled futures!! 

 

And on the first day 

God said Cue One go 

 

And there was light 



NApta Awards 

The Napta Nominations are out and we have done extremely well. The Awards will be presented on Febru-

ry 24th at the Ellerslie Events Centre at 6.30pm. Tickets available through iticket. Here are the nominations 

MPA have garnered. 

In The Heights received the following nominations...... 

Best Make up and hair 

Best Props Design 

Best Sound Design 

Best Lighting Design 

Best Costume Design 

Best Set Design 

Best Vocal Work By A Musical Company 

Best Supporting Ensemble 

Best Cameo Award: Josh Clark (Piragua Guy) 

Best Supporting Actress In Musical Theatre: 

Luna Oliveira & Rachel Vaipa 

Best Supporting Actor In Musical Theatre: Akshay Belas 

Best Leading Actress In Musical Theatre: Tessa Rao 

Best Leading Actor In a Musical: Joe Nathan & Olly Humphries 

Best Choreography 

Best Musical Direction 

Best Direction of a Musical 

Best Musical 

 

Sweet Charity received the following nominations..... 

Best Supporting Actress in Musical Theatre: Sharon Hewlett  

Best Sound Design: Shane Richardson 

and Congratulations to Ruth Cranwell for her Volunteer award. 

 

One of the exciting things about Sweet Charity was the number of cast members from our original production  who attended. 

Here are our two Charitys and our two Carmens. 



A Few Facts you might not know about 

Fiddler on the Roof 

It's widely known that Fiddler on the Roof is based on Sholem 
Aleichem's stories, but did you know that the real name of 
this "Jewish Mark Twain" was Solomon Naumovich Rabino-
vich? His pen name Sholem Aleichem literally means "peace 
be with you." 

 
Composer Bock and lyricist Harnick originally wanted to write 
a musical based on Aleichem's Wandering Stars, about a trav-
eling Yiddish theater company. "It would have to had 40 minor 
characters on stage and it was just too big," Harnick said in an 
interview. They settled on the Tevye the Dairyman stories in-
stead. 

 
 The first draft of the show was called The Old Country—other 
working titles included Tevye, Not So Long Ago, Not So Far 
Away and Where Poppa Came From. 
 
 
 The title of the musical and Boris Aronson's set design for the 
original production are based Marc Chagall’s painting“The 
Fiddler.” 
 

Walter Matthau, Eli Wallach, Rod Steiger, Tom Bosley (who 
played the title role in the Bock-Harnick hit Fiorello!), Jack Gil-
ford, Danny Thomas and Alan King were all considered for the 
role of Tevye in the original Broadway production. The role 
went to Zero Mostel. 
 
 The first person cast in the show was Austin Pendleton. Pend-
leton, who played Motel the tailor, would later go on to be a 
notable director and actor. WHO??? 

 Famed comic actor Gene Wilder also auditioned for Mo-
tel.  Though he didn't get the part, he would go on to star 
alongside Mostel in Mel Brooks' 1968 film The Producers. 
 
 There were many changes made to the script as the produc-
tion got rolling. For example, Tevye's first number, "What a 
Life," which was sung to his horse, was replaced with "If I Were 
a Rich Man." 
 
 Fiddler on the Roof held the record for the longest-running 
show on Broadway for 10 years, when it was succeeded by-
Grease. 
 
 Bea Arthur auditioned multiple times for the role of Yente, but 
Robbins thought she was too contemporary for the role. She 
eventually got the part, but many of her lines were cut. In her 
2002 Broadway show, Just Between Friends, Arthur says Rob-
bins was only director who ever made her cry, and called him 
“a really dreadful human being.” 
 
When Fiddler on the Roof premiered in Poland in 1985, the 
show's authors donated their royalties to preserving the coun-
try's Jewish monuments. 
 

 Robbins finally staged "Tradition" in the middle of the final 
week before they were set to leave for their Detroit tryout. It 
only took him an hour and a half to stage it. 
 
Fiddler was nominated for 10 Tony Awards and won nine (all 
but Best Set Design). 
 

 No one mentioned Zero Mostel in their Tony acceptance 
speeches. When Mostel went up to accept his award, he said, 
"Since no one else has thanked me, I will thank me.” 
 
 
 Bette Midler joined the Broadway cast of  Fiddler as Rivka, one 
of the villagers, and understudied the role of Tzeitel. Midler 
took over and played the role for four years. 
 
 
Fiddler on the Roof premiered in Tokyo on September 6, 
1967—it has since been mounted in Japan more than 1,300 
times. 
 

 



 
When Norman Jewison was asked to direct the film—he 
agreed, but he was worried the producers assumed he was 
Jewish. “The whole world thinks I’m the Jewish son of a Jew—
Jewison,” he said. 
 
Jewison thought Mostel was “too big” to star in the film, and 
went in search of another actor to play Tevye. Danny Kaye was 
an early choice, but "his wife turned us down saying he was too 
young to have marriage-age daughters," Harnick said. 
 
 
Frank Sinatra’s agent called Jewison to try to get his client an 
audition, but he didn’t envision the crooner as a Jewish milk-
man. 
 
Israeli actor Chaim Topol was playing Tevye in Tel Aviv when he 
was asked to audition for the London production. He barely 
spoke any English, and learned to speak the language by study-
ing the script. 
 
 Three villages in Yugoslavia were transformed into Anatevka 
for the film. 
 
 
Robert De Niro read for the role of Perchik—the role in the film 
eventually went to Paul Michael Glaser, who later became 
Starsky in the hit cop TV show Starsky & Hutch. 
 
Richard Dreyfuss, Rob Reiner and John Ritter auditioned for the 
role of Motel, but were passed over for Leonard Frey, who had 
played a small role (Mendel, the rabbi's son) in the Broadway 
production. He was nominated for an Oscar for his perfor-
mance. 
 
The movie cost $9 million to make and grossed $50 million in 
its initial release. 
 
Fiddler was nominated for eight Academy Awards in 1972, win-
ning three: Best Cinematography, Best Sound and Best Scoring: 
Adaptation and Original Song Score. The French Connec-
tion beat it for Best Picture. 
 
There have been five Broadway productions of Fiddler on the 
Roof to date. The original 1964 production ran for 3,242 perfor-
mances; the 1976 production ran for 167 performances; the 
1981 production ran for 53 performances; the 1990 production 
ran for 241 performances, and the 2004 production ran for 781 
performances. 
 
In 2007, Time magazine ranked Fiddler on the Roof the 7th 
most frequently produced musical in American high schools. 

 
Grammy winner Josh Groban played Tevye in high 
school—if you missed his performance, don't worry, 
it's all available on you tube. 
 
John C. Reilly (Mr Cellophane from Chicago)played a 
Russian commissar in a local Chicago production. He 
stood backstage and sang “Sunrise, Sunset” every night 
because he was upset he didn’t have a singing role. 
 
 
The Book of Mormon and Frozen star Josh Gad played 
Tevye in his high school production. He calls it his 
“least celebrated” performance. 
 
Beam me up, Hodel! In 1971, Star Trek star Leonard 
Nimoy played Tevye for eight weeks in Ohio, Massa-
chusetts and upstate New York in a local touring pro-
duction. 

 
When Harvey Fierstein told producer Susan Bristow 
he'd like to star in the 2004 revival of Fiddler, she re-
sponded, "Who are you going to play, Golde?" 
 
Sacha Baron Cohen played Tevye when he was study-
ing at Cambridge. For his Sweeney Todd movie audi-
tion, he sang “If I Were a Rich Man.” 
 
 Harnick wrote new lyrics to “Sunrise, Sunset” for same
-sex weddings in 2011. The male version includes these 
lines, "When did they get to be so handsome?/When 
did they grow to be so tall?/Wasn’t it yesterday when 
they were small?" 
 
The final script of Fiddler on the Roof is dedicated “to 
our Fathers.” Prince said later that the show was 
“clearly conceived” by Stein, Bock, and Harnick “as a 
kind of valentine to their grandparents.” 

Fiddler on the Roof 

 

Tickets on sale 

soon!!! 

Its wonderful Jean Valjean Didn’t Die. 

 He just stole Enjolras’s jacket and joined the circus 


