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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Happy New Year to you all.  Everyone is probably well into the year already and 
we are ready for another busy year ahead of us at MPA.

Firstly I would like to acknowledge the passing of two significant family 
members of MPA.  Life Members Betty Maddern, and Jeanette Sharples.  Both 
have given so much to our club over many years.  We will definitely miss them 
and we are very thankful for theircontributions. 
Our love sympathies extend to their families, especially to Heather-May.  Also 
special thanks to Alan Robinson for representing by speaking so incredibly at 
each funeral.
 
On a brighter note, MPA was well represented at this years NAPTA event and it was fabulous to see Daryl 
Wrightson (Sir Dame Judy Ginger) as the MC, and Hamish McGregor who Directed the night’s entertainment.  
Both did a stellar job!
Congratulations to all our nominees, however huge congratulations to MPA winners on the night; 
Brady Peeti - Best Supporting Actor in a Musical - Jimmy ‘Thunder’ Early - Dreamgirls
Paul Richardson - Best Lighting Design - Dreamgirls
Lucy Maher - Best Youth Performer - ‘Ursula’ - Little Mermaid
We all had such a fun night and its always great to spend the night with other societies, celebrating 
everyone’sachievements.
 
We recently held auditions for In The Heights.  Everyone was so impressed with the quality of auditionees 
which made cast choice exceptionally difficult for the creative team.  Well done to all successful cast and 
we look forward to working with you all.  Look out for all show and news updates on our Facebook page.
 
We have a group of committee members attending MTNZ conference, late March in New Plymouth.  We 
look forward to bringing now skills back to be able to utilise at MPA. 
 
Don’t forget to come along to our AGM 3rd April. Come and have your say!
I can’t wait to see you all there. 

Ruthie
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Betty Madden.

Today we celebrate the involvement of a lovely lady 
through her hobby and passion of musical theatre.
I joined the Papatoetoe Light Opera Club in 1970, but 
Betty was already a veteran of seven years, having 
become involved in 1963, starting with The Gondoliers, 
followed by The Mikado and Yeomen of the Guard; and 
an uninterrupted run of annual productions to 1979.
In her second year with the club she was elected onto 
the committee, became secretary in 1966 continuing in 
that role for nine years, and finally ending committee 
responsibilities in 1980, a total of 17 years. In 1978 she 
undertook  the additional task of vice president.
During this time she sang in the chorus, with a small part 
in The Merry Widow, and the role of Mrs Higgins in My 
Fair Lady in 1988.
She had other talents too and assisted the wardrobe 
team of Joanne Robinson and Kathy Thompson for over 
100 costumes for Princess Ida. Betty worked on costumes 
for a further four shows. She also had time as prompt (for 
When We Are Married) and organised the programme 
for H.M.S. Pinafore in 1980.
In 1981, along with her great friends Meryl  Revell and 
Barry  Allpress, Betty was made a Life Member of PLOC.
So today we give thanks for 30 years of continuous 
commitment, both on and off stage, and heavy 
involvement in the administration of Papatoetoe Light 
Opera Club, now named Manukau Performing Arts. A 
stalwart in the true sense of the word. We are grateful 
for your energy, support, encouragement and vision. We 
will remember your lovely voice.
It is now the Final Curtain. We will miss your lovely smile.

Janet Sharples.

Janet first joined the Papatoetoe Light Opera Club (PLOC) 
in 1976 where she sang in the chorus of Chu Chin Chow. 
She must have enjoyed herself, because she stayed. Four 
years later she performed in HMS Pinafore.
Her organisational skills were quickly recognised and 
she was elected onto the PLOC committee in her first 
year with the club. Indeed she remained on committee 
until 1992, a continuous run apart from three years in the 
1980s when other commitments occurred.
Her impact on the club soon focused on her off stage 
talents. Back stage roles are the unsung  heros of any 
production (all sweat and no glory). In a total of 34 
productions she fulfilled roles as diverse as Front of 
House, Ticket Sales (in the days before iTicket), costumes, 
wardrobe and also as prompt on at least 4 occasions. She 
was also the stage manager for my opening production 
of the new Spotlight Theatre in 1990
In 1989 she was awarded the Golden Apple. This 
award is made by the PLOC committee to recognise an  
outstanding contribution to the club over the previous 
year, and it is made only to non-committee members.
Clearly Janet had a great love of and for the theatre, 
and had support from all her family, husband John 
and her sons. It was with Heather May, however, that  
she became part of an institutional duo involved in all 
aspects of theatre. Janet helped Heather May as Heather 
May directed her first production The Toy Box.
In 1997 Janet was made a Life Member of PLOC , a fitting 
award for her dedication. In latter years Janet was an 
enthusiastic supporter and enjoyed the social aspects of 
the club as well, especially the Christmas party. One of 
our members was recently talking to her little daughter 
about Janet, and the daughter said “Oh, that’s the lady 
with the little dog”, her beloved Robbie. She has baby sat 
for club members and was willing to lend a hand 
when needed.
She will always be remembered as a friendly, welcoming, 
and positive person who enjoyed the company of 
theatre people.
Yesterday, we farewelled another of our club’s stalwarts, 
Betty Madden. So Janet, this is the final curtain. Go and 
join Betty at the after show party.

In Memorium - by Alan Robinson
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CAST ANNOUNCEMENT!!
 
Usnavi:                    Joe Nathan   
Nina:                        Bridie Dixon
Kevin:                      John Bower
Camila:                    TBC
Benny:                     Olly Humphries
Vanessa:                Tessa Rao
Sonny:                     Akshay Belas
Abuela:                    Rachel Vaipa
Daniela:                  Maria Va’a
Carla:                        Luna Oliveira
Graffiti Pete:          TBC  
Paraguay Guy:       Josh Clark
 
Female Company:
 Meg Hargraves
 Deehan Morgado
 
Male Company
 TBC
 Jeremy Downing

Tickets will be going on sale at www.iticket.co.nz shortly!

With rehearsals set to start in April, we are looking forward to working with the amazingly talented 
creative team, not to mention the stunning cast.

We look forward to seeing you at the show!
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SAVE THE DATE

Monday 3 April 2017 from 7pm.
MPA’s AGM.  We will also be celebrating our 2016 
NAPTA Nominations so come and join us! 
Some of our current long standing committee 
members are standing down this year, so if you 
want to join our fun filled and hard working 
committee, come along and step up!
There will also be a draw for 2 tickets to opening 
night of In The Heights - but you must be at the 
AGM to be in to win! Draw will be made on the 
night! See you there!

Friday 21 April from 7pm.
In rememberance of Janette Sharples and Betty 
Madden, the K Bar at the theatre will be open.
We will also be looking forward to catching up 
with Debra Pickering.

2016 NAPTA WINNERS

Best Lighting Design
 Paul Richardson - Dreamgirls

 Best Youth Performer
 Lucy Maher as Ursula - Disney’s   
 The Little Mermaid

 Best Supporting Actor in a Musical
Brady Peeti as Jimmy ‘Thunder’   

 Early - Dreamgirls

 It was great to celebrate theatre with everyone 
in Zone 1.

Have you noticed that Manukau Performing Arts is now on Google Maps?
Just search for us to get directions!


